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players of both teams and the goalkeepers of the opposing team (Rule 17:3).

Comment:

The team officials must wear identical shirts in different colour than the shirts of their own team players

and the

must be exactly in the same uniform.

9.

body fit tank tops. This informationmust be printed in a contrasting

colour to that of the tank tops / body fit tank tops (i.e. light on a dark tank top / body fit tank top, dark

on a light tank top / body fit tank top).

10. All players play barefoot. It is permitted to wear regular (cloth made) sport socks or support

bandages. All other types of footwear (synthetic, rubber etc.) are not permitted.

11. It is not permitted to wear objects that could be dangerous to the players. This includes, for instance,

head protection, face masks, bracelets, watches, rings, necklaces or chains, ear-rings, glasses

without restraining bands or with solid frames, orthopaedic aids with hard plastic or metal parts, or

any other objects that could be dangerous (Rule 17:3).

Athletes are authorised to use the following accessories:

Cap or hat (with soft visor or hard visor turned to the back in order to avoid injuries), head band or

bandana.

Sunglasses (plastic with restraining bands).

Therapeutic support braces (or bandages) for knee/elbow/foot.

Comment 1:

Athletes are responsible for their own accessories. Players, who do not meet the previous requirements,

will not be allowed to take part in the game until they have corrected the problem.

Comment 2:

Nose protector: The rule states that it is not permitted to wear a head protection or a face mask. This

rule has to be interpreted as follows: A mask covers the major part of the face. A nose protector is much

smaller in size and covers only the nose area. Therefore, it is permitted to wear a nose protection.

12. If a player is bleeding or has blood on the body or uniform, the player must leave the court

immediately and voluntarily (through a normal substitution) in order to have the bleeding stopped,

the wound covered, and the body and the uniform cleaned off. The player must not return to the

court until this has been done. A player who does not follow the instructions of the referees in

connection with this provision is deemed guilty of unsportsmanlike conduct (Rules 8:4, 16:1d and

16:2c).
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d. Pushes an opponent who is running or jumping, or attacks him in such a way that the opponent

loses control of his body; this also applies when a goalkeeper leaves his goal area in connection

with a counter-attack from the opponents;

e. Hits a defending player in the head with a free throw taken as a direct shot on goal, assuming

that the defending player was not moving; or similarly, hits the goalkeeper in the head with a 6-

metre throw, assuming that the goalkeeper was not moving.

Comment:

Even a foul with a very small physical impact can be very dangerous and have potentially very serious

consequences, if the timing of the foul is such that the opponent is defenceless and caught unaware. It

is the risk to the player and not the seemingly minor nature of the body contact that should be guiding

in determining the appropriateness of a disqualification.

6. Seriously unsportsmanlike conduct by a player or team official, on or outside the court (for examples,

see Clarification No. 6), shall be punished with disqualification (Rule 16:6e).

7.

reported in writing. Assault outside the playing time leads to a disqualification (Rules 16:6f; 16:16b-

d). A team official who is guilty of assault shall be disqualified (Rule 16:6g).

Comment:

Assault is, for the purposes of this rule, defined as a forceful and deliberate attack against the body of

another person (player, referee, timekeeper/scorekeeper, team official, delegate, spectator, etc). In

other words, it is not simply a reflex action or the result of careless and excessive methods. Spitting on

another person is specifically regarded as assault.

8. Violations against Rules 8:2-7 lead to a 6-metre throw for the opponents (Rule 14:1), if the violation

directly, or indirectly because of the interruption it causes, destroys a clear chance of scoring for the

opponents. Otherwise the violation leads to a free throw for the opponents (Rules 13:1a-b, but see

also Rules 13:2 and 13:3). Disqualification due to a particularly reckless, particularly dangerous,

premeditated or malicious action has also to be reported in writing.

9. If the referees find an action to be particularly reckless, particularly dangerous, premeditated or

malicious, they must submit a written report after the game, so that the responsible authorities are

in a position to take a decision about further measures. Indications and characteristics that could

serve as decision-making criteria in addition to those in Rule 8:5 are:

a. A particularly reckless or particularly dangerous action;

b. A premeditated or malicious action, which is not in any way related to the game situation.

Disqualification due to extremely unsportsmanlike conduct has also to be reported in writing.

10. If the referees classify a conduct as extremely unsportsmanlike, they must submit a written report

after the game, so that the responsible authorities are in a position to take a decision about further

measures. The following actions may serve as examples:
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The referees also establish the presence of both teams in proper uniforms. They check the score

sheet and the equipment of the players. They ensure that the number of players and officials in the

ible

4:2-3, 4:8-10).

4. The coin toss is undertaken by one of the referees in the presence of the second referee and the

5. At the start of the game, one referee positions himself outside the sideline on the opposite side of

the timekeeper table. The official clock starts on his whistle signal (Rule 2:5).

The second referee positions himself in the centre of the playing court. After the whistle signal, he

starts the game with a referee throw (Rules 2:2, 10:1-2).

The referees must change ends with each other from time to time during the game.

6. The referees position themselves in a way they can overview the substitution areas of both teams

(Rules 17:11, 18:1).

7. In principle, the entire game shall be conducted by the same referees.

It is their responsibility to ensure that the game is played in accordance with the rules, and they must

penalise any infractions (see, however, Rules 13:2, 14:2).

If one of the referees becomes unable to finish the game, the second referee will continue the game

alone. (For IHF and Continental Events, this situation is handled in accordance with the applicable

regulations.)

8. If both referees whistle for an infraction and agree about which team should be penalised but have

different opinions as to the severity of the punishment, then the most severe punishment shall be

given.

9.

a. If both referees have different opinions on the awarding of points after a team has scored, a

joint decision will apply (see Comment).

b. If both referees whistle for an infraction or the ball has left the court and the two referees show

different opinions as to which team should have possession, then the joint decision will apply

(see Comment).

A time-out is obligatory. Following the consultation between the referees, they give clear hand

signals and the game is restarted after a whistle signal (Rules 2:8f, 15:3b).

Comment:

The referees reach a joint decision by consulting each other briefly. If they do not manage to reach a

joint decision then the opinion of the court referee will prevail.

10. Both referees observe and control the score, the playing time and the result of the game. They are

responsible for controlling the playing time. If there is any doubt about the accuracy of timekeeping,

the referees reach a joint decision (see also Rule 17:9, Comment).

11. The referees control, with support of the timekeeper/scorekeeper, the entry and the exit of the
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Interfere with or insult referees, delegates, timekeeper/ scorekeeper, players, team officials

or spectators by behaving in a provocative, protesting or otherwise unsportsmanlikemanner

(speech, facial expression or gestures);

Leave the substitution area in order to influence the game;

Stand or move along the sideline while warming up.

Team officials and players are generally expected to remain in the substitution area of their team. If

a team official nevertheless leaves the substitution area for another position, he loses the right to

guide and manage his team and must return to the substitution area to regain his right.

More generally, players and team officials remain under the jurisdiction of the referees/delegates

throughout the game, and the normal rules for personal punishments apply also if a player or official

decides to take up a position away from the court and the substitution area. Therefore,

unsportsmanlike conduct, seriously unsportsmanlike conduct and extremely unsportsmanlike

conduct are to be punished in the same manner as if the violation had taken place on the court or

in the substitution area.

9. If the Substitution Area Regulations are infringed, the referees are obliged to act in accordance with

Rules 16:1d, 16:2c-d or 16:6b,e,h (verbal warning, suspension, disqualification).

10. If the referees fail to notice an infringement of the Substitution Area Regulations, they must be

informed accordingly by the timekeeper/ scorekeeper/delegate during the next interruption of the

game.

11. Intervention by the delegate(-s):

Delegates from the IHF, a Continental or National Federation, who are on duty in a game, have the

right to inform the referees about a possible decision in violation of the Rules (except in the case of

a referee decision on the basis of an observation of facts) or about a violation of the Substitution

Area Regulations.

The delegate may interrupt the game immediately. In this case, the game is restarted with a free

throw for the team that did not commit the violation that led to the interruption.

If the interruption is caused by a violation committed by the defending team and the interruption

causes a clear scoring chance to be destroyed, then a 6-metre throw in accordance with Rule14:1a

must be awarded.

The referees are obligated to give out personal punishments in accordance with the instructions of

the delegate.

The facts related to a disqualification are to be reported in writing (Rule16:9).
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Training 120 lux;

Local competition up to 400 lux;

International competition 1 000 to 1 500 lux.




